
2024 OBC - Part 2 Farm Buildings

Moderator(s): Adam Hall

DATE: Wednesday, October 1st, 2025 TIME: 8:30 am

LOCATION: Waterhouse 5

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Bram Van den Heuvel - Canadian Farm Builders Association /
Stonecrest Engineering,  Tyler Griffith - Canadian Farm Builders Association / Tacoma
Engineers

DESCRIPTION: Since the implementation of the 2024 Ontario Building Code, large farm
buildings falling under Part 2 have introduced new complexities for engineers, designers,
and authorities. This session shares firsthand insights from applying the new code in
current agricultural projects.
We’ll explore practical challenges encountered in interpreting and applying the new
requirements, including structural, fire protection, general review obligations, professional
scope boundaries, and areas requiring further clarification.
Attendees will benefit from lessons learned, emerging best practices, and
recommendations for smoother approvals and design work flows. This session delivers
essential insights to equip individuals with the knowledge needed to confidently navigate
the evolving code landscape for large farm buildings.

BIOGRAPHY:  Bram Van den Heuvel
Bram joined Stonecrest Engineering in 2005 and has since become a co-owner. As a
qualified designer with a Limited Engineering Technology license, Bram brings both
technical expertise and a deep understanding of agricultural design (having been raised
on a family poultry farm). As Stonecrest Engineering’s in-house Building Code specialist,
Bram leads the firm’s compliance efforts across a wide range of projects, particularly
those involving code compliance and site plan requirements. He has played a key role in
interpreting and applying the new updates to Farm Building Code, providing valuable
guidance to both internal teams and external stakeholders.

BIOGRAPHY:  Tyler Griffith
Tyler is a senior structural engineer at Tacoma Engineers in Guelph, Ontario. Tyler has
experience with a wide variety of project types and a wide variety of construction materials
including wood, steel, concrete, and masonry. He is an expert in wood framed
construction including Agricultural farm buildings and commercial structures. Tyler has sat
on the Board of Directors for the Canadian Farm Builders Association (CFBA) since
2018. Tyler has been heavily involved in the current updates to the Farm Building Code
since 2020.


